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In our modern society, being against whet ip eup’nemisticslly termed 
progress is sa.;ehovv equated with opposition to God, motherhood and country. 
At best, it automatically dubs one an old iUaldydud dy . 

There are, of course, a feu conspicuous exceptions, such as thalidomide 
and Doctor Kelsey. Thalidomide was hardly progress, 

neither is 1 . n- sonic 0001 c. rry living with it, as we ht '*e ; try raising 
living things, as we have. The experience is completely incredible, unless 
you have survived it. 



Government spokesmen, of whom Federal Aviation Administrator Najeeb E. 
Ha la by is the most recent, prominent ana least forthright, mumble vaguely 
about pounds of pressure, rapid adjustments- and similar evasions. His arti- 
cle is in the Washington Post for October lb, 1963. Having glossed over tbs 
tremendous built-in danger to health involved in supersonic travel, they 
acknowledge it might be a little, to use Halaby’s word, "troublesome" . 

Precisely as "troublesome" as thalidomide. • 

Noise is rapidly assuming the proportions of a major disease. The sonic 
boom, so-called, can be and often is a shattering experience, especially the 
first time, or t ha first tike after a long interval of relative quiet. 

On August 15, 1963, the noted Swedish aircraft designer, 3. K. 0 Lund- 
berg, in an article in the Washington Post, suggested an alleviation of the 
problem, fbr city dwellers, was to route the supersonic craft over rural 
areas. He didn’t recommend this, and for good reason. It mil tear up tte 
countryside as few things less powerful than the atomic bomb can. 

Man, with the capacity to reason and understand, may ih part adjust to 
having, his peace shattered, to the fears always engendered by the startling, 
unexpected and invisible. He can curse and perhaps go back to a fitftil 
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slesp. He may even became content with frightened babies bawling their 
heads off. But animals'? Never! They simply cannot adjust. So, what will 
happen to the farmer and our foodv 

I am a farmer and I can tell you, not frcra distorted statistics or 
synthetic studies, but from bitter experience. The animals go completely 
crazy. They never adjust - they cannot. They become infertile, infecund 
and unthrifty. I have seen them, stunted by over SCO percent but otherwise 
healthy. 

But even the laboratory mode -ups arranged for by the government with 
sounds less terrifying than sonic booms prove this. A federally financed 
study at the University of Washington proved that the recorded sounds of 
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sub- sonic aviation reduced fertility of chickens by 20 nereent. This study 

>\ 

was made under conditions allowing for a maximum of adjustment, with the 
sound constant. It had none of the startling unexpectedness of the sonic 
boom, with Its greater intensity of sound and accompanying feeling of 
increased pressure. 

In six months this year our farm was bombarded (and this is not an 
exaggeration) with 20 sonic booms of varying intensities. The damage from 
the last was at least as great, probably greater, than the earlier ones, . 
some of which were more powerful. 

When the military paint the rosiest picture, this is, in terms of 
military necessity and national defense, at least partly credible. It is 
not when the head of the civilian aviation becomes Pollyanna. 

Halfway through his lengthy article, Mr. Ha la by spends two paragraphs . 
on his straw man: 

"’Will the nonflying public tolerate the sonic boom?’ We believe, on 
the basis of studies by FAA, MSA and the Defense Department, that sonic 




■ 3 - 



b°°m overpressures /my emphasis - m/ caused by the 33T /supersonic trans- 
port/ 7 can be controlled sufficiently to be acce-ntahlft to t he public . 

-the c rui sihg supersonic aircraft produces sonic boom overpressures 
along a ground path as vn.de as 25 miles on either side of the flight path. 
tie realize that we need to learn more about this troublesome natural (?) 
phenomenon and how to manage it through aircraft design and. by flying high 
enough to minimi ze the nuisance below. 

Mr. Ha la by then goes into a seal-technical discussion - still in terns 
of "pressures". In terms of noise, without regard for the startling charac- 
ter of the sonic boom, even his optimism means in plain language that, while 
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the pte-fe is accelerating, people cm the ground will suddenly be subjected 
to an explosion thousands of times louder than the sound of heavy street 
traffic, four times as loud as loud thunder. He says this will take place 
about 150 miles from take-off and will last only 12 to 15 minutes. Multiply 
that by the speed of the supersonic craft, 1500 miles per hour, and you have 
a vast area. And remember, this is going to happen without warning. 

But even his 25-mile figure is e gross distortion. ’Exiting in "Air 
x'orce", Claude ’«'itze describes this continuous sonic boom as "two shock 
waves dragged across the land", the width of which "varies... to about 200 
miles, depending on the size and speed of the plane, altitude, temperature, 
wind, humidity and other factors." Hr. Ha Is by is talking shout much larger 
craft (bigger boom) and Mach 2.21 

And there isn’t a tat of point in kidding ourselves. He is talking 

about a continuous sonic boom. His pretty chart that says the flight from 

Hew Yors to Los Angeles, 2475 miles, will save two hours and 25 minutes, 

also says, even though he carefully avoids mention of it, that for most of 

this distance, 2175 miles, there will be an unending detonation that will 

spread- panic, fear and terror. The area may be almost a half million square 
milesj. 




On paper, to those who haven't experienced it, the tremendous potential 
damage and very real harm to living things may not seem impressive. Mor 
may the property damage. The day is soon going to come wherrthe Ivory Tower 
boys are so rag to he dealing in more realistic terms than their ezaporer’ s 
clothes of "pressure" , Living and much faming i s going to be intolerable 
under these conditions. The menace to health, both physical and mental, is 
incalculable. There is additional hazard to those already suffering certain 



types of ailments. The damage to animals of various kinds, in terns of cash 
alone, is going to be astronomical. | a */ fkfrt j 

Somebody is going to have to pay for it. And the cost will make the 
hopea-for profit fraa development of such e monster seem like erazei-ros. 

And if there is successful litigation, either the airlines may well be 
bankrupted or the government’s deficit may itself go supersonic. 

The fly-boys had better guide right. This is not simply a matter of 
beating the Russians or the English and french to it. There had better be 
a) me straight talk and some strai^-t thinking. 

-x know xroi:i ay o® experience that the government - including ?aa - 
do^sn o .h uo j.vno* and see wnat r eal ly hep pens when it goes ha -open . 'They 
prexer artificial studies that they can control and moderate. 

3ut the moment of tiuth will not be long in commg. Mr. gala by says 

it is "a sure thing by the 1970’ s". That, I believe, is the latest, not ' 
the earliest. 

Personally, I am horrified. I know. I lave lived through it. 



